
 

  

Report Date:  29th June 2018 
Consultant:    Richard Windows 
 

Cruden Bay Golf Club 

Advisory Report on the Golf Course  
 

 

Making great sport happen 



 

    Cruden Bay Golf Club 

Cruden Bay Golf Club 
 

Date of Visit: 26th June 2018 

Visit Objective: To review the condition of the course and confirm future maintenance 
operations. 

Present: Ian Castles – Green Convenor 
 Sandy Howie – Finance Convenor 
 Les Durno – General Manager 
 Neil Murray – Club Professional 
 Alister Matheson – Course Manager 
 Paul Marshall – Deputy Course Manager 

Richard Windows– STRI Ltd 

Weather:  Dry, cool and overcast. 

Headlines 

• The golf course is performing very well with excellent feedback from Members & Visitors.    
• Presentation is wonderfully and authentically links like. 
• Applications of wetting agent to the fairways really helped reinvigorate the turf following recent rain. 
• Good investment has been made into additional machinery with a new sprayer, fairway mower and 

utility vehicle. 
• Greens were performing well but they lack a little vigour and are requiring slightly higher nutrient 

inputs. 
• Good progress has been made to the greens with stronger swards and better consistency. 
• 10G was the only surface to stand out as being weaker and different to the others. 
• Unfortunately, the 10th hole continues to let the general quality of the course down. 
• Turf quality to surrounds, approaches and walkways is severely compromised by a lack of irrigation. 
• Fairways were in superb condition.  
• Improvement is required to many forward tees and consideration should be given to their positioning. 
• Rough grassland management was successfully implemented during the winter. 

 

Key Actions 
• The sward refinement process to the greens is working well but intensify grooming to 8 & 14. 
• Increase the rate of nitrogen input on a 10-14 day cycle but on a green specific basis. 
• Boost growth, vigour and density to 10G with a granular feed of 7:0:7. 
• Commence blanket bent overseeding but increase frequency into local areas of meadow-grass. 
• Implement leatherjacket control using Acelepryn to the greens in August/September. 
• Sustain sand and aeration inputs to the greens at the current level and intensity. 
• Work more seed, increase body of turf and relax maintenance pressure to frontal approaches. 
• Employ better winter protection measures into surrounds and approaches. 
• Strip and returf selected frontal approaches to 1, 11 & 18 with indigenous bent dominant turf. 
• Course development work to focus on 10th hole to improve year-round performance and consistency. 
• Replace planned irrigation to fairway landing zones to cover all green complexes and selected 

walkways. 
• Use Yellow Jacket coated seed for divot patching fairways. 
• Sustain sand top dressing to fairways from sand harvested from the creation of open sand areas.  
• Consult Bob Taylor (STRI Senior Ecologist) regarding ecological advice in the creation of open sand 

areas and to dovetail with Tom McKenzie regarding any course development plans. 
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Photo Observations and Comments 
   

Figure 1: The dry weather is presenting a wonderfully 
authentic links course which is receiving excellent feedback 
from Members & Visitors. 

 Figure 2: The greens were in great condition with excellent 
ball roll quality. There was good consistency between 
surfaces with only 10G standing out as a weaker surface. 

 

  

Figure 3: Sward texture and composition is generally very 
good but lacks a little vigour which will be easily rectified 
with higher nutrient inputs delivered in liquid form. 

 Figure 4: 10G was weak and inconsistent with the other 
greens especially to the heavy wear areas to common pin 
positions. Some distinct pock marks were present through 
these areas resulting in some slight bumpiness. 

 

 

 
Figure 5: Type 2 fairy rings were evident on certain greens, 
e.g. 9, or parts of greens, e.g. front of 15. These are worst to 
surfaces that receive higher levels of irrigation due to uneven 
irrigation (e.g. 15) or dry more rapidly (e.g. 9).  

 Figure 6: Localised sections of greens, e.g. left of 11, support 
higher populations of meadow-grass and should receive 
more intensive but localised bent overseeding.  
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Photo Observations and Comments (continued) 
   

Figure 7 & 8: The frontal approaches are collectively the weakest surface on the course and suffer from a combination of high golf 
and machinery traffic resulting in a patchy sward of meadow-grass and ryegrass. Increasing the maintenance input into these 
areas combined with better irrigation coverage and relaxing disturbance pressure from golf and maintenance is needed to 
improve turf quality.  
   

Figure 9 & 10: Examples of the type and quality of turf we are aiming for to the surrounds and collars is evident to the right of 4 
and left of 5. Here fine leaved ryegrass dominates the swards which results in tight, crisp and more importantly durable swards.  
   

Figure 11 & 12: Irrigation into the pathways is the first part of the improvement strategy. To limit the amount of irrigation 
required both in terms of sprinklers but also water use, certain areas lend themselves to the creation of narrower 4-metre-wide 
pathways (e.g. 5th – right image) but other areas will require wider irrigation as they are more akin to carries. 
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Recommendations 

Greens 

• To boost vigour of the turf, continue with the frequency of the liquid feeding programme (i.e. every 10-
14 days) but increase the rate on each application.  This should be made on a green specific basis, with 
the naturally stronger greens receiving less and the weaker greens more. 

• The 10th green is notably weaker and requires an input of 7:0:7 granular fertiliser. 
• The browntop bent overseeding programme will commence shortly following the perfected technique 

from last year.  The botanically weaker sections of greens, e.g. left of 11, should receive additional 
localised operations to accelerate progress.  

• The sward refinement process is working well but additional refinement is required to the meadow-grass 
dominant swards to 8 & 14.  

• Keep a close eye on the soil moisture content of fairy ring affected areas and avoid drying below 15%.  If 
they do become hydrophobic, apply a recovery type wetting agent such as GBR Intensive Wetter or 
Aquatrols Aqueduct.  

• Ensure full areas of greens are used for hole locations especially in the winter to spread the wear across 
the entire green platforms. 

• Employ leatherjacket control using Acelepryn (obtained under emergency use from ICL) during 
August/September.  

Green Surrounds & Approaches 

• There are several areas requiring alteration to achieve better and more durable surfaces to these areas: 
 

o Relax disturbance pressure from machinery. 
Mowers, rollers and general machinery should take wider turns wherever possible and care 
should always be taken when turning machinery to these areas. 
 

o Relax disturbance pressure from golfing traffic. 
Use whatever means possible to move golfing traffic from these vulnerable areas.  This may 
mean white lines, hoops and ropes. Moving winter tees to provide alternative entry/exit 
points will help but may not be possible to all holes.  
 

o Increase turf density and body with greater nutrient inputs. 
Extend all liquid feeding from greens into the approaches and double up inputs where 
necessary to weaker surfaces. Ensure a couple of good granular feeds are applied during the 
autumn to early winter period to get good vigour and recovery.  The organic based Terralift 
3:0:6 should work well in this regard.  It is body and density we are after rather than top 
growth. 
 

o Improve sward composition with fescue and fine leaved ryegrass overseeding. 
Use the dimple seeder through the season and then implement a couple of good plant pot 
type operations using sawn off solid tines during the autumn period.  The grass mix containing 
60% Barolympic fine leaved ryegrass and 40% fine fescue (Bar Medal) is ideal for this purpose 
but in real pinch point areas go with a straight fine leave ryegrass mix (Bar Ultrafine).  
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o Increased accuracy of irrigation delivery.  

This is crucial to ensure water is delivered accurately to these areas.  Once there is water, 
tighter mowing can be extended more widely to create better run-offs and generally tighter 
and better-quality turf surfaces. 

Fairways 

• The programme of wetting agent has worked well to the fairways and the recovery/bounce back from 
the recent rainfall shows the value of the applications. This should be a mainstay of the maintenance 
programme and budget for the future. 

• The combination of dry weather and subsequent leatherjacket activity did expose the aeration footprint 
following autumn/winter treatment with the Verti-drain.  In normal years this wouldn’t be a problem, but 
its presence did raise the question on whether such a widescale operation was necessary and whether a 
more localised operation to high wear areas/pinch points would be more beneficial.  

• In addition to wetting agent, applying sand to the fairways will also have a significant positive impact in 
terms of firmness, ball run after impact and superior quality of lies. To achieve the desired results, it will 
be important to commit to this programme with at least 500 tonnes of sand per year for 5 years.  The 
natural dune sand harvested from site would be ideal for use in this regard. 

• Use the Yellow Jacket wetting agent coated seed for divot patching to the fairways to accelerate divot 
recovery during the dry weather. 

Rough 

• There is great potential to develop the ecological and environmental quality of the out of play areas 
further over the next decade.   

• A significant amount of good work has been implemented, but to elevate to the next level and to ensure 
any course development works are completed with optimum cognisance to environmental aspects of the 
course, we recommend the Club commission Bob Taylor (STRI Senior Ecologist) to conduct a site visit and 
provide the appropriate guidance.  

• The starting point and initial brief should be to describe processes for optimum grassland management 
operations (to develop optimum golfing and ecologically rich rough) and introduction of sand scrapes. 

Pathways 

• There is potential to develop better quality pathways around the course to enhance presentation and 
flow from surface to surface.  

• The starting point should be irrigation installation, and this should initially be focussed to areas that lend 
themselves to the creation of 4-metre-wide pathways that can be defined by rough framing them at each 
side.  

• Levelling and returfing with perennial ryegrass would complete the programme.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

    Cruden Bay Golf Club 

 

 

Signed 

 

 

Richard Windows BSc (Hons), MBPR 
Agronomy Service Manager 
Official Agronomist to the R&A Championship Committee 
t: +44 (0)7968 263204 
e: richard.windows@strigroup.com 
www.strigroup.com 
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